When Vishnu and others had thus prayed to the Holy of Holies, the Great one
appeared before them, in company with Parasakti, as a mass of Jyoti churning itself
into a particular shape vibrant with mighty energy! The assembled Devas were thrilled
at the appearance of the Divine Pair. The Lord Maha Sambhu manifested himself
with three eyes on a smiling face, holding a huge skull and a mighty trident in his
two hands, while Parasakti had a brilliant, scintillating Form raying out vibrant Energy
all around- bright as a million suns but cool and comforting as the moon - light from
a thousand full-moons - holding in Her hands a book and a rosary and looking on all
with merciful eyes!
THE MEANS FOR BHANDASURA'S END
With merciful eyes and a smile that filled Vishnu and others with hope and cheer,
Maha Sambhu spoke thus: "0 Children! Be not disheartened! You will soon be free
from all this suffering! I shall tell you as to what should be done. Bhandasura is now
all powerful within the three worlds; and with his great might he is able to torture all
without an exception. There is a Kama-Pralaya now raging; and I shall tell you how
it may be ended. Listen well:
"There are three kinds of Pralaya which overtake every globe in every kalpa.
The first is Maha-PraIaya. Then there is Kama-Pralaya; and finally Avantara Pralaya.
There are three Devas who will make the Worlds re-emerge afresh after each of
these three varieties of Pralaya. I regenerate the worlds after Maha Pralaya; from
the third or Avantara-Pralaya Brahma raises it again; but from Kama-Pralaya Lalita-
Paramesvari alone can create fresh worlds. This recurs again and again in the
course of evolution, in every globe and in every Kalpa. There is no escape from it,
as it is all part of the great Plan for the uplift of one and all. This present Kama-
Pralaya has been caused/by an act of Shiva who is of my Amsa. With the fire of his
third-eye he destroyed Kamaraj out of whose ashes was born Bhandasura capable
of bringing about Kama-Pralaya, as you have yourselves witnessed now. Devi Lalita
must therefore be propitiated by you so that She may regenerate the three worlds
afresh and bring back to life Kama Deva, after destroying Bhandasura and his hosts".
Vishnu and others prostrated themselves before Maha-Sambhu and said: "0
Lord! kindly enlighten us as to what we should do to bring about the birth of Sri Devi
Lalita Paramesvari. Where and how would She be born? Thou knowest all, 0 Lord!
Kindly instruct us accordingly." Maha Sambhu replied again saying "Listen carefully:
You shall all perform a Maha-Yaga culminating in the sacrifice of all your bodies. I
shall be present there as Hota, invisible in the form of all-pervading vayu. My chid-
vahni (fire of super-consciousness) of which the terrestrial fire is gross and material,
shall dry up the seven oceans and prepare their depths as the Homa-Kunda. The
six sagaras shall be the abhigara (ghee) poured into the Homa- fire brought about
by the five varieties of creatures which shall form the Yajna-Pasu.
The five-types of births are the mind- born, womb-born, egg-born,seed-born
and sweat-born. When these five types of life shall be offered into the Homa as
sacrifice, the material fire fed by this sacrifice shall rise up roaring to mingle with
the descending fire or Jyoti of my Chid-Vahni, forming Jvala-Chidjvala.

